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Alberta  Prohibition  Forces 
Win  Great  Victory 

Recent  Referendum  Vote  Stops  Importation 
of  Liquor  for  Beverage  Purposes 


The  following  facts  and  figures  have  been  compiled  by  the  Alberta  Social  Service 
Council  for  circulation  in  Alberta  so  that  all  may  have  a clearer  understanding  of  the 
prohibition  situation. 

The  referendum  was  granted  by  the  Federal  Government  on  the  request  of  the 
Provincial  Government. 

It  was  financed  by  the  Federal  Government. 

There  are  twelve  Federal  ridings  in  the  Province.  One  returning  officer  was  in 
charge  of  each  riding,  he  being  appointed  by  the  Chief  Electoral  Officer  at  Ottawa. 


REFERENDUM  VOTE  BY  FEDERAL  CONSTITUENCIES, 
October  25th,  1920 


Dry 

Wet 

Spoilt 

Total 

Dry 

Wet 

Vote 

Vote 

BaL 

Vote 

Maj. 

Maj. 

West  Edmonton 

6,389 

6,576 

203 

13,168 

187 

East  Edmonton  

3,922 

3,988 

104 

8,014 

66 

Strathcona  

4,962 

3,359 

78 

8,399 

1,603 

Victoria  

....  5,557 

3,538 

26 

9,121 

2,019 

Battle  River 

5,433 

2,962 

62 

8,457 

2,471 

Red  Deer  

8,088 

3,005 

59 

11,152 

5,083 

West  Calgary  

5,590 

4,109 

140 

9,839 

1,481 

East  Calgary  

4,304 

4,199 

150 

8,653 

105 

Macleod  

4,288 

3,114 

68 

7,470 

1,174 

Bow  River  

5,681 

3,602 

140 

9,423 

2,079 

Lethbridge  

3,881 

2,720 

80 

6,681 

1,161 

Medicine  Hat  

4,677 

3,004 

120 

7,801 

1,673 

TPtal  “Dry”  Vote  

. . . . 62,772 

Total  “Wet”  Vote  

44,176 

Total  Spoilt  Ballots  

1,230 

Total  Vote  Polled  108,178 

Total  “Dry”  Majority  18,849 

Total  “Wet”  Majority  

Net  Total  “Dry”  Majority  


253 

18,596 


PRESENT  MEMBERS  OF  PROVINCIAL  LEGISLATURE 
4th  SESSION,  1920 


Acadia  

Alexandra 

Athabasca  

Beaver  River  . . 

Bow  Valley 

Camrose  

Cardston  

Cochrane  

Claresholm 
Coronation 
Calgary  South  . 
Calgary  North  . 
Calgary  Centre  . 

Clearwater  

Didsbury 

Edson  

Edmonton  South 
Edmonton  East  . 
Edmonton  West 

Grouard 

Gleichen  

High  River 
Hand  Hills 

Innisfail  

Lacombe  

Little  Bow 

Lethbridge  City 
Lac  Ste.  Anne  . 

Leduc  

Macleod  

Medicine  Hat  . . 

Nanton  

Olds  

Okotoks  

Peace  River 

Pembina  

Pincher  Creek  . 

Ponoka  

Red  Deer  

Redcliffe  

Ribstone  

Rocky  Mountain 

Sturgeon  

St.  Albert 

St.  Paul  

Sedgewick 

Stettler  

Stony  Plain 

Taber  

Vegreville  

Vermilion  

Victoria  

Warner  

Wainwright  .... 

Wetaskiwin 

Whitford  


John  A.  McColl 

J.  R.  Lowery 

George  Mills 

Hon.  W.  Gariepy 

Hon.  C.  R.  Mitchell 

Hon.  Geo.  P.  Smith 

Martin  Woolf 

Alex.  Moore 

Mrs.  L.  C.  McKinney 

W.  W.  Wilson 

Dr.  T.  H.  Blow 

W.  M.  Davidson 

Alex.  Ross 

Dr.  State 

Harry  Atkins 

Hon.  C.  W.  Cross 

H.  H.  Crawford 

James  Ramsey 

A.  F.  Ewing 

J.  L.  Cote 

Fred  Davis 

Dr.  Stanley 

R.  B.  Eaton 

Dan.  Morkeberg 

Andrew  Gilmore 

James  McNaughton 

J.  S.  Stewart 

Russel  Barker 

S.  G.  Tobin 

George  Skelding 

Nelson  Spencer 

James  Weir 

Hon.  Duncan  Marshall 

George  Hoadley 

Wm.  Rae 

Gordon  McDonald 

J.  H.  Kemmis 

C.  A.  Cunningham 

J.  J.  Gaetz 

C.  S.  Pringle 

James  G.  Turgeon 

Robt.  E.  Campbell 

Hon.  J.  R.  Boyle 

Lucien  Boudreau 

P.  E.  Lessard 

(Premier)  Hon.  Charles  Stewart 

Edward  Pruden 

F.  W.  Lundy 

Hon.  A.  J.  McLean 

J.  S.  McCallum 

A.  W.  Ebbett 

Frank  Walker 

F.  S.  Leffingwell 

E.  E.  Le  Roy  Hudson 

H.  J.  Montgomery 

A.  Shandro 


CON  STITUENCIE 
Constituency 

Acadia  

Alexandra  t. 

Cardston  

Calgary  (North, Centre, Sol 

Camrose  j 

Claresholm  j 

Clearwater  [ 

Cochrane  . J 

Coronation  

Didsbury  j 

Edmonton  j 

Edmonton  South  i 

Gleichen  

Hand  Hills  

High  River  

Innisfail  

Lacombe  

Leduc  

Little  Bow  -.1 

Macleod  

Medicine  Hat  j. 

Nanton  

Olds  1 

Okotoks  

Ponoka  | 

Peace  River  

Pembina  s. 

Red  Deer  

Sedgewick  ). 

Stettler  i. 

Taber , 

Vegreville  

Vermilion  j 

Wainwright  .3 

Warner  ,jl 

Wetaskiwin  j. 

CONSTITUENCY 

Constituency 

Athabasca  ]. 

Beaver  River  j. 

Bow  Valley  i. 

Edson  ....: ;. 

Grouard  j. 

Lac  Ste.  Anne  .j. 

Lethbridge  City  j 

Pincher  Creek  !. 

Redcliffe  j. 

Rocky  Mountain  |. 

Sturgeon  ■ . 

St.  Albert  j 

St.  Paul  || 

Stony  Plain  S. 

Victoria  L 

Whitford  j. 

cities  ym 

City 

Calgary  ;!. 

Edmonton  . 

Medicine  Hat  ..11 

Red  Deer  I . 

Wetaskiwin  J . 

cities  vci 

City 

Lethbridge  j . 


>TING  DRY  IN  1915 


Affirm. 

Neg. 

Maj. 

1660 

389 

1271 

811 

346 

465 

761 

198 

563 

7625 

4779 

2846 

1933 

723 

1210 

664 

270 

394 

57 

33 

24 

614 

242 

372 

1475 

623 

852 

1535 

414 

1121 

5700 

3386 

2314 

2258 

1135 

1123 

818 

508 

310 

1730 

730 

1000 

815 

316 

499 

784 

308 

476 

1471 

405 

1066 

694 

486 

208 

1029 

457 

572 

450 

409 

41 

2000 

1843 

157 

639 

240. 

399 

950 

423 

527 

512 

376 

136 

701 

385 

316 

720 

450 

270 

598 

420 

178 

1221 

487 

734 

1118 

482 

636 

1447 

558 

889 

1478 

675 

803 

1602 

802 

800 

1164 

687 

477 

1084 

656 

428 

903 

542 

361 

414 

323 

91 

943 

492 

451 

3TING  WET  IN  1915 

Affirm. 

Neg. 

Maj. 

397 

512 

115 

280 

743 

463 

265 

293 

28 

511 

593 

82 

168 

477 

309 

402 

619 

217 

989 

1371 

382 

384 

451 

67 

771 

831 

60 

881 

1392 

511 

851 

860 

9 

315 

741 

426 

239 

651 

412 

442 

585 

143 

607 

790 

183 

415 

602 

187 

r DRY  IN  1915 

Affirm. 

Neg. 

Maj. 

7625 

4779 

2846 

7414 

4217 

3197 

948 

835 

113 

459 

110 

349 

297 

175 

122 

WET  IN 

1915 

Affirm. 

Neg. 

Maj. 

989 

1371 

382 

VOTE  BY  PROVINCIAL  ELECTORAL  DISTRICTS 
OCTOBER  25th,  1920 


Electoral  District 

Wet 

Dry 

Maj. 

Acadia  

777 

1584 

807 

Alexandria  

390 

922 

532 

Cardston  

245 

1254 

1009 

Calgarv  (North,  Central,  South)  6424 

7061 

637 

Camrose  

902 

2304 

1402 

Claresholm  

401 

694 

293 

Clearwater  

57 

80 

23 

Cochrane  

380 

531 

151 

Coronation  

609 

1522 

913 

Didsbury  

642 

1568 

926 

Edmonton  South  . 

1807 

2366 

559 

Edmonton  East  . . 

2124 

2449 

325 

Edmonton  West  . 

1946 

2481 

535 

Gleichen  

852 

1087 

235 

Hand  Hills  

1240 

2172 

932 

High  River  

482 

971 

489 

Innisfail  

371 

1046 

675 

Lacombe  

554 

2087 

1533 

Little  Bow  

444 

772 

328 

Medicine  Hat  . . . 

1507 

1937 

430 

Nanton  

315 

664 

349 

Okotoks  

458 

534 

76 

Olds  

538 

1442 

904 

Peace  River  

719 

1207 

488 

Pembina  

470 

809 

339 

Pincher  

381 

489 

108 

Ponoka  

344 

1139 

795 

Redcliffe  

637 

806 

169 

Red  Deer  

611 

1618 

1007 

Ribstone  

467 

1264 

797 

Sedgewick  

792 

1383 

591 

Stettler  

933 

1864 

931 

Sturgeon  

805 

845 

40 

Taber  

1141 

2066 

925 

Vegreville  

905 

1377 

472 

Vermilion  

762 

1094 

332 

Wainwright  

465 

955 

490 

Warner  

340 

429 

89 

Wetaskiwin  

683 

1095 

412 

CONSTITUENCIES  VOTING  WET,  OCT.  25th, 

1920 

Electoral  District 

Wet 

Dry 

Maj. 

Athabasca  

204 

168 

36 

Beaver  River  . . . . 

666 

279 

387 

Bow  Valley  

612 

546 

66 

Edson  

1035 

596 

439 

Grouard  

482 

265 

217 

Lac  Ste.  Anne  . . . 

774 

487 

287 

Leduc  

684 

590 

94 

Lethbridge  

1368 

1004 

364 

Macleod  

446 

415 

31 

Rocky  Mountain  . 

: 1168 

779 

389 

St.  Albert  

695 

283 

412 

Stony  Plain  

653 

426 

227 

St.  Paul  

336 

270 

Victoria  

452 

403 

49 

Whitford  

411 

227 

1S4 

CITIES  VOTING  DRY 

Maj. 

Calgary  

6256 

7044 

788 

Edmonton  

5318 

6589 

1271 

Red  Deer  

171 

321 

150 

Wetaskiwin  

192 

247 

55 

Medicine  Hat  . . . 

829 

1092 

263 

CITIES  VOTING  WET 

Maj. 

Lethbridge  

1120 

904 

216 

Public  Sentiment  Strong  For  Prohibition 

In  1915  the  Alberta  Liquor  Act  carried  by  a majority  of  20,786,  which  was  practically 
a 3 to  2 vote  or  a 60%  majority.  This  victory  was  admitted  by  all  to  be  overwhelming. 
This  Act  stopped  the  public  sale  in  Alberta  of  intoxicating  liquors  for  beverage  purposes, 
in  other  words,  it  closed  the  public  bar,  and  there  is  not  now  5%  of  the  citizens  who 
would  vote  to  bring  back  the  open  bar. 

One  of  our  public  officials  has  made  the  statement  that  there  is  not  2%  of  the 
people  now  in  favor  of  the  open  bar.  If  that  can  be  said  now  about  The  Liquor  Act, 
what  may  we  expect  from  the  stopping  of  the  interprovincial  traffic. 

Look  at  these  figures,  and  pass  your  own  opinion  as  to  what  kind  of  mandate  the 
Stewart  Government  has  from  the  people: 


For  Against  Majority 

1915  58,295  37,509  20,786 

1920  62,772  44,176  18,596 


4,477  more  citizens  of  Alberta  “voted  IN”  a bone-dry  condition  (or,  in  other  words, 
“voted  out,”  completely,  liquor  for  beverage  purposes)  in  1920  than  voted  to  close  the 
bars  in  1915 — and  the  soldiers  were  all  back  in  Alberta. 

If  the  Provincial  Government,  in  1915,  felt  that  they  had  a mandate  from  the  people, 
and  they  did,  surely  in  the  face  of  our  present  majority  and  the  bone-dry  statement  of 
the  Premier,  made  during  the  last  session  of  the  house,  they  have  now  a similar  mandate. 

MUST  HAVE  PATIENCE 

The  temperance  people  of  the  Province  must  have  patience.  They  must  not  expect 
the  machinery  of  the  law  to  become  effective  before  it  is  put  in  motion. 

It  was  one  year  after  the  passing  of  The  Liquor  Act  before  the  bars  were  closed. 
The  hotel  men  were  given  twelve  months  for  readjustment,  but  the  time  for  closing  came, 
and  with  the  results  above  noted. 

The  Premier  of  the  Province  stated  on  the  floor  of  the  legislature  during  the  session 
of  1920,  “if  this  referendum  passes  with  an  overwhelming  majority  (later  changed  to 
‘substantial  majority’)  my  government  will  put  Alberta  BONE  DRY.” 

Compare  the  figures  on  Pages  2 and  3 and  decide  for  yourself  what  kind  of  a mandate 
the  Provincial  Government  has  from  the  people.  The  vote  was  taken  on  Federal  bound- 
aries, but  the  individual  poll  boundaries  were  practically  the  same  as  at  Provincial 
elections.  This  made  it  possible,  by  finding  the  number  of  Federal  polls  within  the 
Provincial  riding  boundaries,  to  compile  a statement  of  results  by  Provincial  electoral 
boundaries. 

Out  of  56  Provincial  constituencies,  41  voted  a DRY  majority.  If  the  members  in 
the  house  voted  41  Government  and  14  Opposition,  the  Government  would  feel  they  had 
an  overwhelming  majority. 

The  vote  is  given  by  Provincial  ridings,  with  the  name  of  the  sitting  member  of  the 
Provincial  house.  You  will  find  this  information  valuable  as  you  follow  the  future 
course  of  the  prohibition  movement. 


The  Western  Veteran  Publishing  Co.,  Ltd. 


